lf we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 
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Anyone having friends or relatives living 
in the Streetsboro, Kent, Ravena, Twins- 
burg, Aurora, and Mantua areas please send 
their names and addresses to me, and I 
will be happy to contact and invite them 
to our services. 

The church is located at 9348 Mt. Vernon 
Drive, Streetsboro, Ohio. My house address 
is Rev. Robert L. McKinney, 208 Eagle 
Street, Akron 11, Ohio. My phone number 
is BL 3-7415. 


We regret that we did not get a notice 
to the Evangel in time to advise that Rev- 
erend C. W. Batson, Overseer of Wyoming, 
is to be our speaker at the Northwest Camp 
Meeting, Minot, North Dakota, June 26- 
July 4. Reverend Wayne Heil, who is the 
pastor of the Church of God in St. Louis, 
Missouri, and a native son of South Dakota, 
will be the Bible teacher and the head of 
the music department of the camp. 

We take this opportunity of inviting 
those who wish to enjoy an old-fashioned 
camp meeting to be present with us in the 
Northwest Camp Meeting, June 26-July 4. 

—Paul H. Walker, 
Overseer of the Dakotas 





COVER: Luoma Photos 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES 























T 
e”«-.. BACK 





FEAR OF POPULAR OPINION 
SJ AMONG THE REASONS that men go 


back from serving God, I name the fear of 

popular opinion. Today’s desire to “belong” is 
greater than we can imagine. Though all of us want 
to be well accepted by those we know, there are 
some whose desire for acceptance is carried to such 
an extreme that they will do nothing which might 
bring them ridicule or disfavor. 

As in our study of doubt last week, we will find 
that the fear of being different is most prevalent 
among our young people. Particularly during adoles- 
cence there is a strong urge to be identified with the 
group. During this period, young people develop habits 
that conform to the crowd; they even dress and 
speak and think much alike. I think that it is not 
an error to say that more courage is required to be 
different than is required to suffer pain. Many a 
young person can suffer pain with Spartan fortitude, 
and yet lack courage altogether when it comes to be- 
ing looked upon as “odd” or “different.” Young peo- 
ple even have words in their vocabulary to describe 
those among them who are unlike them. I believe 
“square” is the word they use nowadays. 

Again as with the temptation to doubt, however, 
the fear of popular opinion is not exclusive among 
young people. I know many adults who are afraid 
to live for Christ because they fear the ridicule of 
their comrades. Read carefully the words of Revela- 
tion 21:8: 

But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the 
abominable, and murderers, and whoremong- 
ers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, 
shall have their part in the lake which burn- 
eth with fire and brimstone: which is the sec- 
ond death. 


That word fearful stands out. It certainly has no 
reference to fear of lightning, fear of snakes, fear 
of water, or any other natural fear. It certainly 
could not refer to the fear of God, for that is the 
beginning of wisdom (Proverbs 1:7). It is clearly a 
fear that drives men back from serving God. Many 
boys and girls will go back into their old haunts 
of sin rather than suffer the scorn and ridicule of 
their erstwhile friends. Similarly, many grownups go 
back into sin because they dread the jokes about 
their religion, or because they fear someone will con- 
sider them naive or adolescent. 

In his profound lecture “The Inner Ring” the bril- 
liant C. S. Lewis has suggested that more evil is 
wrought through the desire to be accepted by the 
crowd than through all other crude temptations of 


é sin. He suggests that many girls give up their vir- 


ginity not so much through a lust of the flesh as 
through a desire to be liked and accepted by the 
crowd. “And as for lighter matters, the number who 
first smoke or got drunk for a similar reason is 
probably very large.” 

He goes on to point out that nine times out of 
ten the choice between good and evil does not come 
in dramatic colors. The choice seldom comes through 
men who are obviously bad, but through those with 
whom we would like to be friends. The suggestion 
to do evil may come over a friendly cup of coffee, 
amid jokes and lighthearted laughter. It will be 
hinted that if you want to be accepted by the crowd 
you must do certain things that the crowd does. It 
will be the great opportunity to be accepted and well 
thought of. 

Perhaps it is against what you know is best, and 
perhaps you will have some misgiving about going 
along with the suggestion, but still there is that fear 
of displeasing a good friend. There is a fear of being 
considered “funny,” “peculiar,” an “odd-ball.” It is 
tragic that so many go back from following the Lord 
because they have a fear of unfavorable popular 
opinion. 


THE DEVIL USES THIS trick on all of us. Through 
a skillful mixture of flattery and disdain he will try 
to turn us back from the way of holiness. 

The man who lives for God must be strong enough 
to withstand ridicule, contempt, and sarcasm. He must 
be willing to be referred to as an old fogy, a fanatic, 
or by some other intimidating slur. He must be willing 
to be called a “holy Joe,” “preacher,” or a similar term 
of derision. This sort of treatment comes to some 
Christians in abundance. Others never meet it at all. 

Whatever the world may say about us, we must 
remember that “favor” is deceitful (Proverbs 31:30). 
All the reviling that can be heaped upon us does 
not compare to the persecution that millions of 
Christians through history have had to suffer. Re- 
member that Jesus said to: 

Fear not them which kill the body, but are 
not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him 
which is able to destroy both soul and body 
in hell (Matthew 10:28). 

The irony is that those who go back because of a 
fear of popular opinion always lose the favor that 
they so desperately seek. Even their critics would 
admire them more if they continued with Jesus. 


Ugrlle te Cau —~ 





AMERICA’S NEW 





WAY OF LIVING 


By Earl T. Golden 
Old Fort, North Carolina 


HIS PRESENT generation 
} of Americans has heard 
much about casual living. 
We have had introduced to us, 
casual furniture, casual clothes 
and shoes, casual foods and drinks, 
casual books and games and nu- 
merous other items of “casual” 
living. In short, we have been sold 
on the idea we should take-it-easy 
and live an unplanned, hit-or-miss 
existence. 


THE CAUSE 


There must be a cause behind 
every effect, whether good or evil. 
The chief cause for the cry of 
casual living seems to stem from 
our attitude toward the advances 
made in the fields of science, 
mechanics, education and recrea- 
tion. 

The workday that consisted of 
sun-up to sun-down for the early 
American has been replaced with 
the standard forty-hour workweek 
and the cry for a thirty-hour work- 
week. 

The washtub and rub board have 
been replaced with automatic 
washer and dryer. The flat-iron 
has given way to electric steam- 
irons. Along with the kitchen 
range, and pots and pans a variety 
of automatic gadgets have become 
necessities for the housewife. What 
used to require hours of hand la- 
bor can now be done within min- 
utes by the flicking of a switch 
or pressing of a button. 

Not only has the woman’s world 
been mechanized but Dad’s Old 
Dobbin and buggy have been re- 
placed by a high-powered automo- 
bile. If a long trip must be made 
in a short time, jet airliners are 
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available to him. All phases of 
man’s labor and life have been 
highly mechanized and stream- 
lined. 

Twenty-five hundred years ago 
Daniel anticipated the present 
trend of living and declared, 
“knowledge shall be increased.” 


THE CURSE 


What should have resulted in 
untold blessings to our generation 
has in some measure contributed 
to it’s moral breakdown. 

We are all indeed grateful for 
the inventions that have made life 
easier for us. However, instead of 
it making more time available for 
spiritual growth and soul-winning; 
we are getting farther behind. 
Living has become so rushed that 
people are constantly in the strain 
of trying to catch up. As a result, 
we are producing a generation of 
nervous wrecks. 

Lust for easy money, more gad- 
gets and luxuries has put the 
whole family to work with hired 
matrons trying to supply love and 
affection for neglected children. 
When the workday has ended 
for one, it has only begun for 
another in the same family. Fam- 
ily life is disrupted and family fel- 
lowship is crowded out. We have 
devised a standard of living so high 
that all the family must cooperate 
to make it possible. To satisfy our 
desire for conveniences and luxu- 
ries we have sacrificed those “dear” 
things that money cannot buy. 

The world calls it casual living. 
I think a better name would be 
careless living. 

It is a strange paradox that we 
now have fewer work hours, more 





time-saving equipment, and yet 
less real home life than in past 
generations. 


THE CURSE IS that we have 
let our real family time become 
casual time. What time we could 
spend and should spend together 
in family fellowship, family prayer, 
devotions and Bible study has been 
replaced with our great desire to 
enjoy the luxuries for which we 
have labored so hard. 

The lust-breeding literature that 
we were once unable to buy has re- 
placed the reading of God’s Word. 
The radios and televisions that 
should serve to inspire and educate 
us and our children have more 
often become visual-aids to crime 
and incubators of lust. Our autos 
that should take us to church, 
more often take us from it. Jazz 
and rock-and-roll records have re- 
placed hymn-singing. Cigarette 
and beer-advertising jingles have 
replaced Scripture-quoting. Sports 
and recreation that should develop 
the bodies of youth have become 
too often contaminated with vice 
and gambling. We have let our 
lust for pleasure and recreation 
replace our desire for power and 
consecration. We have stressed out 
of all proportion the necessity for 
play and reduced to nothing the 
need of prayer. 

Recently a leading editor wrote 
these words, “It is on the moral 
and spiritual fronts that we have 
lost our leadership and suffered 
an enormous decline in prestige. 
Everyone knows and talks about 
our pornographic and obscene lit- 
erature, our filthy motion pic- 
tures, our degrading television and 
radio programs, our juvenile de- 























linquency, divorce and crime, our 
increasing drunkenness and gam- 
bling and our decline in integrity, 
self-reliance and responsibility.” 


THE CURE 


I am not a pessimist, but I am 
a realist. I am not a gloom-ped- 
dler; but I am a gospel preacher. 
There is hope! There is a cure! 
God has a remedy! But the dis- 
ease must first be diagnosed be- 
fore the cure will be sought. 

The cure is the same that it 


has always been in every gener- 
ation. It is the same as it was in 
the days when God appeared to 
Solomon nearly three thousand 
years ago. 

The ingredients and directions 
for the cure are listed in 2 Chroni- 
cles 7:14, “If my people, which are 
called by my name, shall humble 
themselves, and pray, and seek my 
face, and turn from their wicked 
ways; then will I hear from heav- 
en, and will forgive their sin, and 
will heal their land.” 


The cure must be applied as fol- 
lows: 

1. My people shall humble them- 
selves. 

2. My people shall pray. : 

3. My people shall seek my face. 

4. My people shall turn from their 
wicked ways. 

God then guarantees the cure 
on the authority of His Word as 
follows: 

1. Then will I hear from heaven. 
2. Then will I forgive their sin. 
3. Then will I heal their land. 
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PAID 
WITH 
BLOOD 


By Clyne W. Buxton 





Sunday School and Youth Director of Alabama 


POLICEMAN STEPPED in 
y front of my car and mo- 
tioned me to a halt. “The 
speed limit on this boulevard is 
thirty miles per hour,” he stated 
brusquely. “According to our elec- 
tric timing device you were travel- 
ing at the rate of forty miles per 
hour. Here is a speeding ticket for 
$17.50, which you can pay in cash 
at the City Hall, or you can pay 
with blood.” Pay with blood? The 
statement stunned me. “Yes,” he 
explained, “you can pay by giving 
a pint of blood to the American 
Red Cross.” 
At the Red Cross office the doc- 
tor gave me a brief examination 
before the nurse drew the blood 


from my veins. “What,” I queried 
the doctor, “is the difference be- 
tween my blood, being a white man, 
and men with yellow, red, or black 
skin?” 

“None,” was his simple answer. 
“Beneath the pigment of the skin 
all flesh is alike.” He informed me 
that if the blood agrees as to type, 
etc., a red man’s blood, or any 
man’s blood, would flow in my veins 
with absolutely no complications. 

As the doctor talked thus, within 
me the Spirit began to “preach.” 
Did not Paul state on Mars’ Hill, 
“(He) hath made of one blood all 
nations” (Acts 17:26)? Did he not 
write to the Corinthian Church, 
“There is one kind of flesh” (1 Co- 


rinthians 15:39)? Does not God, 
therefore, love one race or color 
as much as another? Is not His 
love equal toward all men? My 
heart answered yes to the Spirit. 


When the Red Cross had drawn 
the blood, I was given a slip of 
paper showing I had given blood, 
and was told to take the slip and 
the ticket to the City Hall. At the 
proper window at the hall I pre- 
sented the ticket and the slip. With- 
out any questions the clerk wrote 
with red ink across the ticket these 
words, “PAID WITH BLOOD.” 


Here my heart could not help 
but reminisce of Calvary. I remem- 
bered how Christ suffered for my 
sins; how His beard was torn from 
His chin; how He was beaten; how 
He labored up Golgotha with His 
cross; how He was nailed to that 
cross for me. I had been “speed- 
ing” toward destruction, and had 
been “fined” with eternal death, 
but Christ had paid my fine with 
His blood. My heart sighed, “Thank 
You, Christ, for giving Your blood 
for my sins.” 


As the clerk blotted the wet red 
ink, I thought further: I looked for- 
ward to the day of judgment. I saw 
myself standing tremblingly before 
the majestic, dreadful court of 
heaven, guilty of many sins, and 
knowing that sins were punishable 
by death. I could offer no defense; 
I had done all of which I was ac- 
cused. Then the Mediator, the Law- 
yer, the Christ, stepped forward and 
proclaimed unwaveringly to that 
heavenly court, “It is all right. I 
paid for his sins at Calvary with 
My blood. The account was fully 
settled long ago.” 








OUR CHURCH OF GOD HERITAGE 





West Flint Church 


of God Honors 
Founder 


By O. W. Polen 


in the West Flint Church of God, Flint Michi- 

gan, in honor of Mrs. W. A. Irwin, the only 
living member from a trio of women who founded the 
West Flint Church of God. 

Sister Irwin opened her home for the first Church 
of God service in Flint, Michigan, in 1928, which was 
attended by eight persons, mostly from Pontiac. 

She has watched the church grow from eight per- 
sons to an average Sunday School attendance of 350 
per Sunday and a current church membership of 276. 

Sister Irwin also has seen the church stabilize as 
it moved from a rented building on Industrial Street 
to North Street, to Brown Street, and briefly to a 
tent. The present church is located at 1013 Hughes 
Avenue and was completed in 1956 with an estimated 
value of $110,000. 

During her lifetime, Sister Irwin has taught Sunday 
School, served as Sunday School superintendent, 
church clerk and song director. She is still one of the 
most faithful attendants of the West Flint Church 
of God services. 

Approximately 35 relatives of Sister Irwin attended 
the special service held in her honor. A number of 
these are church members of the West Flint Church. 

Sister Irwin spoke briefly in both services on Sun- 
day, March 19. Her favorite songs were sung and 
special tributes were paid to her in behalf of the 
children and young people of the church. A special 
tribute, in behalf of the congregation, was given by 
the present pastor, O. W. Polen. 

Sister Irwin, throughout the morning and night 
services, occupied a chair that was decorated especially 
for her, and she was also presented a beautiful cor- 
sage from the church. 
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GS init 9 MARCH 19, was “Sister Irwin’s Day” 








Mrs. W. A. Irwin speaks at “Sister Irwin’s Day.” 


The trio of ladies who founded the West Flint Church of God. 
(L to R): Mrs. W. A. Irwin, “Grandma” Irwin and Mrs. Kazan. 


Corsage presented Sister Irwin. 
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“Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a 
\ cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth 
4 so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before 
us, Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the 
. joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and 
§ is set down at the right hand of the throne of God” (Hebrews 12:1, 2). 





CHARACTERISTICS OF THE HOLY LIFE 


ploying every power at his 

disposal to discourage holy 
living by God’s people. Never before 
has true holiness been more severe- 
ly attacked by forces both inside 
and outside the church. In the 
world the force of materialism has 
gripped the lives of many, wreak- 
ing havoc with their holiness testi- 
mony. Within the church there is, 
on the one hand, the force of legal- 
ism which would make our holi- 
ness living a negative system based 
on physical expression only. On 
the other hand, there are those 
who would ignore God’s Biblical 
standard of conduct and destroy 
the force and testimony of the life 
of holiness in that way. 

The writer of Hebrews lists sev- 
eral elements which should be in- 
cluded in that life which would 
successfully complete the Christian 
race. These elements or character- 
istics are taken from the example 
of a foot race, which was popular 
in that day. A faithful pursuit of 
the Christian race will result in a 
life which is wholly dedicated and 
in full conformity with God’s 
high standard for our life of holi- 
ness. 

First, the author states, “Let us 
lay aside every weight.” As the 
runner who strives to win must 
cast off every weight and hin- 
drance, so must we as Christians 


Yq N THESE DAYS Satan is em- 


By Christopher Moree 


London, Ontario, Canada 


discard every encumbrance. Here 
the emphasis is not on sin, rather 
it is an admonition to cast off 
anything which might slow us 
down in our Christian race, be it 
cares of life, troubles, love of the 
world, bad habits, associates or 
anything else. 

Those who refuse to cast off 
“every weight” might not be able 
to complete the race. This is es- 
pecially important when we real- 
ize that the Christians to whom 
the book of Hebrews was written 
were about to face great persecu- 
tion. In the trials before them the 
Hebrew Christians might falter if 
they were burdened with unneces- 
sary weights. 

Persecution has always refined 
the church, and it is not beyond 
the realm of thought to consider 
that God might still use this means 
today to bring His people to holy 
living if they refuse to do so 
through the exhortation of the 
Word. 


Too often we indulge ourselves 
in unnecessary things which can- 
not be called sins, but nevertheless, 
they constitute a hindrance to our 
becoming fully dedicated to God. 
For example, much has been said 
pro and con concerning television. 
It is not my intention to condemn 
it as such; my consideration is 
whether or not the present atti- 
tude toward the misuse of tele- 
vision shows a sincere desire on the 
part of many to rid themselves of 
all unnecessary weights. 

Inherent in this matter, too, is 
the use of our leisure time. It is 
difficult to reconcile our expressed 
desires with our actual practices. 
Surely a person does not really 
mean it when he speaks of wanting 
to be more like Jesus, then spends 
hours of leisure time each day en- 
gaged in pursuits which at the 
most only increase his knowledge 
of secular matters, and casts aside 
Bible study, prayer and medita- 
tion as nonessentials to the life 
of holiness. Perhaps what such a 
person means is that he would like 
to have the results of a truly dedi- 
cated life while he still indulges 
himself in questionable activities 
which do not promote holiness 
living. The force of these weights is 
great, but if we would run and 
achieve the prize we must be will- 
ing to cast off every weight. 

Then the (Continued on page 10) 
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Lord’s Supper 
and Feet Washing 


By James A. Cross 


General Overseer 


Matthew 26:26-29, John 13:2-17 


to one of the most beautiful, moving and in- 
timate scenes in the life of Christ and the 
disciples. Events in the life of Jesus are rapidly moving 
toward the close of His earthly sojourn. Great spirit- 
ual truths remain to be taught the disciples. Last 
actions and last words are often remembered longest; 
hence, it is fitting and proper that Christ should 
impress upon the hearts and minds of His followers 
the sacred ordinance of the Lord’s Supper and washing 
of the saints’ feet, to be remembered for all time. 
A quarter of a century later, the great Apostle Paul 
teaches vividly the great spiritual truths behind the 
observance of the Lord’s Supper. In his writings to 
the Corinthians, 1 Corinthians 11:23-33, he set forth 
the time of the institution of the Lord’s Supper and 
marks it as the same night the Lord Jesus was be- 
trayed by Judas. He gives the implications of the 
supper in the words of our Lord Jesus Christ. The 
broken bread is in remembrance of the body of the 
Lord Jesus Christ which was broken for:us. The cup 
is the blood of the New Testament which is shed for 
the remission of sins. In this epistle Paul perpetuates 
the observance of this sacrament. “For as often as 


ST HESE TWO SCRIPTURE readings introduce us 
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ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew 
the Lord’s death till he come” (1 Corinthians 11:26). 
Consequently, we are to continue eating of the bread 
and drinking of the cup until He, whose memory we 
revere, comes in clouds of glory to take us home to 
be with Him. 

This observance of the sacrament is not to be 
entered into lightly or without preparation. To do so 
would be drinking and eating unworthily. The purpose 
is the discerning of the Lord’s body and remembering 
that He died for us, that His sufferings were in our 
stead and that the blood He spilled was for our re- 
demption. Consequently, on such a sacred event as 
this a man should examine his own spiritual life and 
determine within himself if in fact and in spirit he 
is correctly showing forth remembrance of that mo- 
mentous event. 


To fail in properly showing forth the gracious death 
of the Lord for our sins and properly observing the 
Lord’s Supper as a prophetical event; namely, that we 
believe in His second coming and that we are ob- 
serving this until He does come, may result in the 
partaker’s eating and drinking unworthily of this 
great sacrament. To partake of the Lord’s Supper 
without proper spiritual preparation and perspective 
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is characterized as eating and drinking unworthily, 
thereby bringing damnation on one’s self for failure 
to discern the Lord’s body. This has resulted in many 
being weak and sickly. Proper preparation for this 
event, however, results in spiritual strength and in an 
attitude of hopeful expectancy while waiting for the 
Lord’s return. 

Partaking of the bread and the fruit of the vine is, 
however, only a partial observance of the sacraments. 
You will have observed by the reading of the afore- 
mentioned Scriptures that immediately following sup- 
per the Lord Jesus laid aside His garments and took 
a towel, poured water into a basin and began to wash 
the disciples’ feet. It is my opinion that these two 
parts of the ordinance should go hand in hand and 
one should immediately follow the other. Personally, 
I think the Lord’s Supper should be observed first, 
immediately followed with the washing of the saints’ 
feet. Some feel that they may be observed at different 
times and not in the same service. It is altogether too 
easy to take Communion and fail at a later time to 
follow with the washing of the saints’ feet. One is 
equally as binding as the other, and the serving of 
communion is not enough in itself. There must of 
necessity also be the washing of the saints’ feet. 
Where one tends to separate the two parts of this 
sacred service, it somehow does not become convenient 
at a later time to observe the washing of the saints’ 
feet. 


THAT SUCH AN ACT is Biblical and should be prac- 
ticed can be established by the Scriptures itself. May I 
point out some facts. First, Christ and His disciples 
were at a supper. Second, Christ did wash the disciples’ 
feet. John 13:2 states this took place following sup- 
per. Christ Himself performed the ritual. Third, Peter 
said, “You can’t wash my feet, Lord.” Christ replied, 
“If I do not wash you, you have no part with me.” 
He further stated that he did not understand what 
Christ did now, but later on he would. Then Peter 
swung the other way saying, “Lord, not only my 
feet but my hands and my head.” I want to have 
a part with You, he declares by his action. 

Christ, the Lord and Master, set an example which 
He said His followers should always observe. Knowing 
and observing this always brings happiness and bless- 
ings into the life of the individual. From a reasonable 
standpoint of view, I think we must admit that if 
feet washing is connected at all with the mentioned 
feast in the Bible, it is connected undeniably with 
the giving of the bread and the fruit of the vine. 
Consequently, it is my opinion that they should be 
observed in the same service. 

The Scriptures are very explicit and the commands 
of Christ are very clear on this act of washing the 
saints’ feet. Jesus said, “Ye call me Master and Lord: 
and ye say well; for so I am. If I then, your Lord 
and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to 
wash one another’s feet. For I have given you an 
example, that ye should do as I have done to you” 
(John 13:13-15). Nothing can be more clear than this. 
Christ said, “I’m your Master and I’m your Lord. I 
have washed your feet; you ought to wash one anoth- 





er’s feet. I have given you an example; you should 
follow this example.” Moffatt’s translation of verse 


14 is very graphic: “You are bound to wash one 
another’s feet.” Berkeley’s translation says, “You sure- 
ly ought to wash one another’s feet.” Weymouth’s 
translation states, “It is also your duty to wash one 
another’s feet.” 

Now let us sum up a few things about this ordi- 
nance. First of all, Christ left us an example. Here 
is a pattern for our fulfillment. The example given 
must of necessity be followed: “That ye should do 
as I have done to you.” Second, this is a commandment 
and a very strong one; ye ought to wash one anoth- 
er’s feet; you should, it is your duty. This is a divine 
commandment, and a commandment demands obe- 
dience. Failure to obey a commandment of the Lord 
is a voluntary disobedience and may lead to other 
disobedience resulting in sin and violation of God’s 
eternal truths. 

Feet-washing is in accordance with the Scriptures. 
It symbolizes spiritual graces and promises blessings 
to our hearts. Feet-washing symbolizes humility. It is 
also a condition of happiness. “If ye know these things, 
happy are ye if ye do them” (verse 17). 

Feet-washing is set forth in the Bible. In the Scrip- 
ture references are given as to its place, precept, ex- 
ample and promise. It was as much a part of early 
Christian worship as was the partaking of the Lord’s 
Supper, for in 1 Timothy 5:10, we read, “. . . if she 
have washed the saints’ feet.” This undoubtedly re- 
fers to a religious service performed to Christians 
in the church. Ordinary washing of the feet of a 
stranger or of a visitor in the home could not have 
been meant here since the term “saints” is used in 
connection with the washing of the feet. If it had 
meant purely a cleansing, which was often done when 
one entered the home, different terminology would 
have been used. Here it is used in connection with 
children of God, an action performed separate and 
apart from an act of natural cleansing. 


IN THE FIRST General Assembly of the Church of 
God it was discussed and decided that Communion 
and Feet-washing are both taught in the New Testa- 
ment and may be engaged in at the same service. 
To preserve the unity of the Church and to obey the 
sacred Word of God, it was recommended that every 
member engage in these sacred services which should 
be observed one or more times per year. 


Now I should like to ask you a question. How long 
has it been since you as a Christian engaged in the 
Lord’s Supper and the washing of the saints’ feet? 
This ordinance is commanded by the Lord. We believe 
it. In our Declaration of Faith we declare, “We believe 
in the Lord’s Supper and washing of the saints’ feet.” 
Do you desire real spiritual blessings in your life and 
strength to stand against the evil one? Do you wish 
to have overwhelming joy and blessings in your life? 
If so, then follow these things which our Lord and 
Master commanded us to do and set for us an ex- 
ample, thereby insuring for our lives spiritual strength 
and a wealth of blessings. 


(Continued from page 7) writer 
mentions a specific weight which 
Christians must lay aside. It is 
“the sin which doth so easily be- 
set us.” Often this has been re- 
ferred to as “the besetting sin,” 
inferring that every person has a 
particular area of life in which he 
is susceptible. Perhaps that is im- 
plied here, but we must go further. 

One who would live a holy life 
must at all times be on guard 
against all sin. God’s ministers 
condemn with great vigor open 
sins. However, the task of con- 
demning sin becomes more diffi- 
cult when one enters the area of 
what might be termed “intangible 
sins.” Some persons even engage 
in such blatant sins as gossiping, 
backbiting, tale-bearing, dislike for 
the brethren, and causing of strife 
and division, and still pretend they 
were leading a life of holiness, 
merely because they continue to 
meet a set standard of outward 
appearances. 


This sin which we must guard 
against lies in the secret area of 
motives and intentions. In the an- 
cient races on occasion a runner 
might be wearing a garment which 
appealed to the crowds. Because of 
their plaudits, the runner would 
retain the garment even though 
it impeded his running. I wonder 
how much music has been played, 
how many songs have been sung, 
and how many sermons have been 
preached, not for the honor and 
glory of God, but for personal 
gratification and the praise of the 
crowd. We as “holiness Christians” 
must be continually on guard to 
see that the deeds of our lives and 
even our service for God are based 
upon pure and holy motives and 
intentions. 

Our Christian race and life of 
holiness must be characterized by 
patience. “Let us run with pa- 
tience.” This is not a passive pa- 
tience in which we sit leisurely by 
and expect that “all things come 
to him who waits.” This is patience 
in the sense of endurance and de- 
termination to succeed and reach 
the goal. Consistent Christian liv- 
ing with a constant striving unto 
holiness will help us reach our goal. 
And what a goal the writer sets 
before us! 
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Nothing less than Jesus Christ 
is our goal. “Looking unto Jesus 
the author and finisher of our 
faith,” is the way the writer states 
it. The person who lives a life of 
holiness has as his ultimate goal 
to be with Jesus, but his immedi- 
ate goal is to be like Jesus. What 
joy will thrill our hearts as we 
look upon His face in that day 
and praise Him! What bliss we 
shall know when we rise to meet 
Jesus in the air! Even now we can 
experience sweet communion as we 
draw close to Him. 

With the forces of the enemy so 
strong, we should strive to main- 
tain a life of holiness in this pres- 
ent world, “till we all come in the 
unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto 
a perfect man, unto the measure 
of the stature of the fulness of 
Christ.” 


Oh, to be like Thee, blessed Re- 
deemer! 

This is my constant longing and 
prayer; 

Gladly Ill forfeit all of earth’s 
treasures, 

Jesus, Thy perfect likeness to wear. 


Oh, to be like Thee! While I am 
pleading, 

Pour out Thy Spirit, fill with Thy 
love; 

Make me a temple meet for Thy 
dwelling, 

Fit me for life and heaven above. 


Oh, to be like Thee, oh, to be like 
Thee, 

Blessed Redeemer, pure as Thou 
art! 

Come in Thy sweetness, come in 
Thy fullness; 

Stamp Thine own image deep on 
my heart, 
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“MISSIONS 


A Luh Bit More 


girl, there were times when 

I’d ask my mother and fa- 
ther for something. Sometimes they 
gave me what I asked for and a 
little bit more besides, and then 
I’d ask, Why did you give me what 
I asked for and a little bit more?” 
The answer was usually, “Oh, be- 
cause we love you and want to see 
you happy.” I remember I would 
run away as lighthearted as could 
be and decide I would be real good 
because my mother and daddy were 
so good to me. 


g REMEMBER when I was a 


Victorious Report 


What brought all this to my 
mind were the territorial conven- 
tions. We had asked the Lord for 
good, spiritual, Holy-Ghost-filled 
meetings and for various problems 
to be worked out. We were hungry 
to see the ministers and members 
in one accord and wanted all to 
be hungry for the blessings of the 
Lord. Well, the Lord gave us all 
we asked for and a little more 
besides. 

Some things we had worried 
about for some time and could see 
no possible way for them to be 
worked out were taken care of in 
a matter of minutes. The Lord 
moved upon the great congrega- 
tions of people in both conventions. 
Two ministers in the Rio area who 
had been “at outs” with each other 


for a long, long time were recon- 
ciled during this convention. With 
tears they embraced. One of them 
approached Bill with tears stream- 
ing down his cheeks and said, 
“Well, the wall finally fell. We’ve 
made up.” 

In the convention for the Cen- 
tral Region held here in Goiania, 
four souls were saved, all of them 
being ones we had definitely been 
praying for, for a long time. The 
fire that started during the con- 
vention has not gone out either, 
for since the convention souls have 
been saved in almost every service 
of which we have had a report. 
We can see how the Lord is an- 
swering prayer in our behalf and 
in behalf of the faithful members 
here, and we are very thankful. 


Future Plans 


Our plans for this year are big 
enough to discourage the wildest 
dreamer, if he were to look at 
them from the physical stand- 
point. 

We want to see the church con- 
structions finished in several 
places where we cannot see the 
way clear to pay for such projects. 
We want to have the first term 
of our Bible School which we have 
been talking about for so long. 
We want to get a good start on the 
church in Brasilia, and to organize 
teams to go out during vacation 


By RHODA WATSON 


Missionary, Brazil 


months to evangelize and hold Va- 
cation Bible Schools. The requests 
that have already come in for 
Daily Vacation Bible Schools next 
year are more than we ourselves 
can possibly get to, so we must 
train someone to help. 

These are a few of our plans. 
Bill and I, and the girls (Mary 
Frances, Janet, Millie, and Ruth) 
could talk to you all day about 
just how we plan to do all this. 
We know this—that without the 
Lord, not even one of these pro- 
jects will be possible. But we are 
looking to the Lord and we know 
He will not fail us because we are 
trusting in Him who “is able to do 
exceeding abundantly above all 
that we ask or think”! 
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STREAMS IN THE DESERT 


A daily devotional book that 
“wears well.” For over thirty years 
it has been—and continues to be, 
the devotional favorite of hundreds 


of thousands of readers ... One 
and one-half million are now in 
print. 


“Streams in the Desert’ offers the 
reader :— 

@ 365 inspired meditations of en- 
couragement . . 


@ Practical directives for inner 
peace and certainty . 


@A tried herneniend for successful 
living 


377 pages” $2.50 





SPRINGS IN THE VALLEY 


A companion volume to “Streams 
in the Desert” .. . Down-to-earth 
messages in capsule form for every 
day in the year. “Springs in the 
Valley” radiates an atmosphere of 
spiritual optimism that is certain 
to be contagious .. . It is an ideal 
handbook for Christian inspiration. 

Now available in the new, pocket- 
size edition with comfortably large 
easy-to-read type. 











7,100 pages... 
7,000,000 words... 
the classic commentary! 


MATTHEW HENRY’S 


COMMENTARY 
on the Whole Bible 





For more than 250 years, Matthew Henry’s has been regarded as 
the best of all Bible commentaries. Here is an almost endless fund 
of inspiration and understanding for the general reader, help for 
ministers and teachers, knowledge for Bible students. 

Matthew Henry’s interpretation is noted for its depth and 
comprehensiveness, its warm, devotional, easy style. He explains, 
warns, comforts, cheers, and in every Scripture passage finds les- 
sons for daily living. 

Included in the Commentary is the complete text of the King 
James Bible. Each book is introduced with general comments and: 
followed by detailed, illuminating verse-by-verse notes. 

Typical of what Christian leaders through the years have said 
about Matthew Henry's is this evaluation by Wilbur M. Smith: 


‘Everyone acknowledges that the greatest devotional com- 
mentary ever written . .. the work that undoubtedly has exer- 
cised more influence over ministers , . . is the one written over 
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RAINED officers, teachers, 

and workers will build and 

hold Sunday School attend- 
ance. It has been correctly stated 
thus: “The road to Sunday School 
success is paved with the solid 
stones of preparation and train- 
ing.” 

“The Sunday School offers one 
of the greatest single opportuni- 
ties for evangelism today,” writes 
Robert Walker, editor of Christian 
Life magazine. “When we take con- 
secrated, Spirit-filled Christians 
with a love for souls, and provide 
them with training in the princi- 
ples of good teaching, we have 
taken one of the principal steps 
toward true revival in our Sun- 
day Schools.” Surely one of the 
keys to a growing Sunday School 
is trained workers. 

There is usually an increase in 
attendance after every training 
course is taught. For several years 
the Milford, Delaware, Church of 
God kept a graph to record the 
Sunday School attendance for the 
whole year. There was always a 
jump in attendance following a 
workers’ training course. Even 
when a course was taught in 
August there was an immediate in- 
crease which carried over into the 
fall. I know of another Sunday 
School which doubled its attend- 
ance in twelve months by offering 
several training courses throughout 
the year. 


Workers Needed 


Jesus recognized the need of 
workers: “The harvest truly is 
plenteous, but the labourers are 
few; pray ye therefore the Lord 
of the harvest, that he will send 
forth labourers into his harvest” 
(Matthew 9:37, 38). God is all- 
powerful, but He has so willed that 
His work be done by people. One 
of the greatest needs of the 
church today is strong, courageous, 
dedicated Christian leadership. 

Most of the Sunday School lead- 
ers and workers who are now active 
are carrying a full load of respon- 
sibility. They cannot reach all the 
lost persons in our communities. 
If these unsaved individuals are to 
be reached for Christ and the 
church we must have more trained 
Sunday School workers. Our own 
growth and the salvation of the 
lost depend upon enlisting addi- 
tional workers. 

Where do we get these additional 
workers? In our own church. I be- 
lieve God will place enough work- 
ers in every church to do the work 
of that church. What the pastor 
and superintendent must do is dis- 
cover them, enlist them, and train 
them. We must exercise our faith. 
Too often we lose heart and be- 
come discouraged because we do 
not have enough workers. Pray 
and believe God. Throughout the 
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National Sunday School and Youth Department, Cecil B. Knight, Director 
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By J. MARTIN BALDREE, Jr. 


Bible we can note that God ac- 
complished His work by using or- 
dinary individuals. 


Training Is Needed 


Just having additional workers 
will not be the answer to growth 
for the Sunday School. These work- 
ers must be trained and must have 
a vision of what the Sunday School 
can be and do. What do you think 
of the Sunday School? Do you feel 
that it is a small task? Can most 
of the teaching be left to women? 
Do you give only a minimum time 
each week to the Sunday School? 
If you (or any worker in the 
church) have such a low estimate 
of the worth of the Sunday School, 
your appreciation of the Lord’s 
work and your recognition of the 
opportunities and spiritual results 
through the Sunday School need 
to be lifted through workers’ train- 
ing courses. The pastor’s attitude 
toward the Sunday School will usu- 
ally be reflected by his keen in- 
terest, or lack of interest, and his 
promotion of its Bible-teaching 
ministry. A pastor’s interest is also 
reflected in his leadership and 
know-how of Sunday School admin- 
istration and the increase in at- 
tendance. 

In the military services, danger- 
ous assignments are usually 
awarded to volunteers. The United 
States astronauts are volunteers. 
So it is in our churches—most of 
our Sunday School workers are 
volunteers. But that is where the 
similarity ends. The military vol- 
unteers are carefully screened, 
given specialized training, and pre- 
pared to do their assignments. Far 
too often in our churches a teach- 


er is assigned a ciass, told to please 
keep order, and then left alone to 
perform one of the most chal- 
lenging tasks in the church—un- 
derstanding the Bible and under- 
standing the age he is teaching 
and bringing the two together so 
that lives are changed for Christ. 
_, The church is obligated to train 
its workers in the Sunday School. 
Our Sunday Schools must help 
every poor teacher to become a 
good teacher, and every good 
teacher to be a better teacher. We 
must train them if they are to do 
their best. We must train our 
workers if we do not want our 
Sunday School to be the most wast- 
ed hour of the week. 


How to Train Workers 


Many Sunday School workers 
must be convinced that they need 
training before they will cooperate 
with the training program of the 
Sunday School. They will usually 
be the first to recognize that a 
poorly trained teacher is like a 
blunt ax—a lot of effort is ex- 
pended but not very much is ac- 
complished. A teacher who is 
trained in Bible content, methods 
of lesson presentation, character- 
istics of his age group, and is Spir- 
it-filled can be as sharp as a razor. 

First, secure the cooperation of 
as many Sunday School workers as 
possible. Secure the best teacher 
available for your workers’ train- 
ing course. Set a time most con- 
venient to the largest number of 
workers, and publicize the training 
class to the whole church. Urge 
oe yy workers to attend. Pray 
much for the success of the school 
and that the church will feel the 
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burden, catch the vision, and as- 
sume the responsibility for reach- 
ing out for the lost. 

January has been set aside as 
Training Month by the National 
Sunday School Department. If this 
does not fit into your church year, 
select a time that does and make 
it an annual event. 

In addition to this special em- 
phasis you will need many other 
occasions for training. Begin a 
workers’ training class for pros- 
pective workers during the Sun- 
day School hour. Conduct a class 
before the Sunday evening service 
and in conjunction with the mid- 
week prayer meeting. Some 
churches set aside one night a 
week as “Teacher-Training Night,” 
and keep a training course going 





during the fall, winter and spring. 
During the summer months, they 
frequently encourage workers to 
study at home and prepare them- 
selves by individual study. All of 
our workers’ training courses are 
set up for home study, in addition 
to the training classes. 

Your church’s training program 
could probably be improved by the 
selection of a superintendent of 
training, responsible for planning 
training courses and either teach- 
ing them or securing a qualified 
teacher. He would keep records on 
all certificates and diplomas 
awarded by using the W.T.C. Form 
33 which can be secured by writing 
to the National Sunday School De- 
partment (one Form 33 for each 
person who completes a course). 





He could also supervise in-service 
training for workers who were pre- 
paring to work in the Sunday 
School by co-ordinating their 
training classes, observation peri- 
ods, and practice-teaching sessions. 


A teacher is not trained by 
studying one text or even five 
workers’ training courses. The 
teacher must continually study and 
maintain a “desire to grow in basic 
knowledge and practical know- 
how!” To have a growing Sunday 
School, to maintain a vision of the 
great need of lost souls, and to 
understand our responsibility as 
workers and soul-winners, we must 
have wey A School workers who 
continually train to become better 
workers for the Lord. 
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Pray that God will give me a good job, 
that I will be healed of goiter ane that 


my children will come back 
—A widow 


Pray for the healing for our daughter 
with cancer.—Mr. and on, et Toomey 


gton, Ky. 
Pray for God to heal my body. 
—Rev. R. H. Flinchum 
O. Box 177 
Holly Hill, Fla. 


Pray that God wili heal my broken 
ankle. Pray that I will eg Ay faith. 


Pray for the posung, of my husband who 
is very seriously ill is blind and has 
been bedfast - seven years. Please pray 


for his healin; 
—Mrs. John Lawson 
Wi . Tenn. 


y earnestly that God will heal our 
ear-old boy of cancer of the brain. 
rs do not give 

They say it is only ® 2 aa of time. 


Please pray. 
x Oneonta, Ala. 


three 
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Pray that the good Lord will heal my 
husband of a very bad heart a 
and high blood pressure.—Mrs. L. Gray 

Nichoils, Ga. 


Pray that God will save my husband 
and home. I know the Lord can change 
things and give us a Christian home. 

—A sister in Christ 


Pray for my son who is going through 
a hard trial. Pray that he will take God 
as his guide. —A sister in Christ 


Pray for a special unspoken request, by 
the Lord will ee immediately. 
pray for my nerv 
—A brother ‘in _Christ from Indiana 


Pray for the healing of my body. I need 
help from the Lord, and know He is 
able to perform the work. 

—Your sister in Christ 


Pray earnestly for my unsaved family. 
—Mrs. Edgar Rolan 


Pray for the healing of my body and 
that I may have a closer walk with the 
Lord. —Idettria Duncan 


Pray for God’s will to be done in my life 
regardless of what it might mean. 
—An unworthy child of God 


Pray for the healing of my body. Also 
pray for the healing of my son, and my 
mother and dad. Pray also that my dad 
will be saved. —Mrs. Beatrice Garrison 

194 Going St. 
Pontiac, ch. 


for a very urgent unspoken re- 

quest, for a backslider who really needs 
Lord, and for my husband to be saved. 
—A sister in need 


Pray earnestly that God will see fit to 
heal my body. Also pray that our son will 
be saved, sanctified and filled with the 
Holy Ghost. —A sister in Christ 


Pray for me that I will have a closer 
walk with God and always be doing what 
He would have me to do. 

—Mrs. Lula Dobbins 
Rt. 6, Boaz, Ala. 


Pray that God will heal my brother who 
is dying with kidney trouble. Pray that he 
will be saved. —His sister 


Pray for my neighbor who has been 
mentally depressed for five years. Her 
only hope is healing from God. 

—Mrs. L. R. 
Candler, N. C. 


Pray for my daughter to be healed 
and my loved ones to be saved. 
—A sister in Christ 


Pray a special prayer for me. 
—Bertie Hughes 
343 Lincoln Ave. 
Barberton, Ohio 


Pray that the Lord will heal my body. 
—A sister in Christ 


Pray that God will save and heal my son 
and daughter. Also pray that I will be 
healed. —A sister in Christ 


Pray that God will have His way in 
the lives of my husband, our two daugh- 
ters and me.—A Church of God member 


Pray that the good Lord will heal 
my body. —A sister in Christ 


Pray for my grandson, Ronnie Jones, 7, 
for the healing of his left eye. He was 
shot in it and can’t see. I know that there 


is nothing too big or too small for God 
to do. Please pray for him. 
—Mrs. Mary Snow 
323 a St. 
South Boston, Va. 


Pray for a special unspoken request. 
—Mrs. Josie Ryals 





Jesus went through with His 
work for us, and we can go amb 
with our work for Him. — 
— Parent, Glen Ellyn, Illi- 
nois. 


























Overseer Commends Pastor 


CASPER, Wyo.—As Overseer of 
the State of Wyoming, I wish to 
sound a note of thanks to the 
pastor of the Church of God in 
Torrington. 

Brother Fred Herring of Colum- 
bus, Georgia, has been the pastor 
of the church since it was started 
over two years ago and has worked 
to see it grow by prayer, preach- 
ing and visitation. Now, it is a 
self-supporting work. This was 


brought about by a young man 
with a burden and a desire to 
remain in the will of the Lord un- 
til something was accomplished for 
oF pcaatinae of God in this needy 
eld. 
Recently, Brother Herring felt 
the need of a revival but could 
get no evangelist; so, he decided 
to conduct it himself. When four 
weeks of hard preaching were con- 
cluded, he counted the results and 
God had given him 25 souls. The 
Sunday School has continued to 


grow, and the Sunday night at- 
tendance would encourage any 
minister. We attribute a large part 
of his success to the fact that he 
made the necessary adjustments to 
this part of the country. We deeply 
appreciate men like Brother Herr- 
ing. —C. W. Batson, overseer 


Lamont Church Growing 


LAMONT, Calif.—We are giving 
God the praise for the way He has 
poured out His blessings on us at 
the Lamont Church of God. Our 
Sunday School has grown from 60 
to 95 in the past two months and 
our Y.P.E. from 46 to 98. 

We give God the praise for such 
wonderful people to work with. We 
have a new branch Sunday School 
started in Arvin, and last Sunday 
we had 28 persons present. We are 
planning a new church in Arvin 
very soon. 

Thank God for these Spirit-filled 
people who are striving to please 
God. Pray for us at Lamont. 


—Brother and Sister McGarrity, 
pastors 








MOBILE, Ala.—Sunday, March 
12, 1961, was a great day for the 
members and friends of the Oak- 
dale Church of God in Mobile, Ala- 
bama. We moved into the new 
auditorium that had so long been 


envisioned and prayed for. The 
rapidity with which the building 
went up was amazing. The founda- 
tion was dug on December 12, 
making a total of only 90 days 
from start to finish. The first task 
was to obtain a suitable place for 
@” proposed building, and the Lord 


New Church Building in Mobile 


so worked it out that we were able 
to purchase the choice corner lot 
next door to the original building. 
The church had tried to buy this 
property in the past, but was not 
able to get a clear title to it, but 
all this was worked out and the 
property was bought. The new 
building faces one of the main 
thoroughfares in this section of the 
city, and it is certainly an asset 
to the community. 

I feel we were fortunate in being 
able to obtain as the builder, Mr. 


Bob Chason, a member of the 
Indian Springs Church of God. By 
obtaining all materials at cost, and 
getting some donated labor, we 
were able to build at about half 
of the estimated value. The build- 
ing and furnishings are valued at 
approximately $35,000, and our en- 
tire cost was just under $19,000. 

The building is constructed of 
concrete block and brick. The 
columns on the front are of multi- 
colored stone. The over-all dimen- 
sions of the building are 36 x 69 
(inside measurements). The con- 
crete floor is laid with beautiful 
tile and has an eight-inch eleva- 
tion. The auditorium is furnished 
with beautiful spruce-gray oak fur- 
niture, and the rostrum is graced 
with matching furniture, also 
matching altars with upholstered 
kneelers. A beautiful and complete- 
ly furnished nursery is on the left 
of the vestibule, and on the right 
is an overflow room. The ceiling 
is of acoustical fiberglas. The 
building is equipped with central 
heating and air conditioning. The 
air conditioner was donated and 
installed by a member of the con- 
gregation, for which we are ex- 
tremely thankful. 

Much credit should be given to 
the building committee who worked 
so faithfully with us during the 
construction. God is blessing us in 
a great way in every department 
of the church. To Him be all the 
glory for helping us see this great 
task accomplished. 

—C.H. Franklin, pastor 
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THE BIBLICAL 
EXPOSITOR © 


Written for today by 


wing ll ag 


Volume 1: Genesis to Esther 
Volume 2: Job to Malachi 
Volume 3: Matthew to Revelation 


AS CURRENT AS TODAY 
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